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CONNECTING WITH CAPORALI 
Information for Students 

 
The Cleveland Museum of Art has an exciting opportunity for visual arts students at universities within a 

forty-five-mile radius of Cleveland to exhibit their work at the Museum this Spring semester. The 

Museum is planning a juried exhibition titled Connecting with Caporali for which students will be asked 

to create artwork in response to the exhibition The Caporali Missal: A Masterpiece of Renaissance 

Illumination, which opens February 17, 2013. This is an excellent opportunity for students to showcase 

their work to a diverse audience, as well as gain significant professional experience.  

 

Students are encouraged to visit The Caporali Missal exhibition (admission is free) to better understand 

its concepts and artistic mediums in order to inform their own artistic response to the exhibition. In 

addition, a sample of work featured in The Caporali Missal exhibition is included here, along with 

guidelines for proposed work. Please see the exhibition web site (address below) for additional 

information and Entry Form. 

 

 

EXHIBITION DATES AND INFORMATION 
 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Monday, March 4 by email 
Rebecca Michaels, Kress Interpretive Fellow  

rmichaels@clevelandart.org - 216-707-2473 
 

EXHIBITION ENTRY FORM, more detailed information, and images pertaining to  
Connecting with Caporali are available at the following web address: 
http://www.clevelandart.org/connecting-with-caporali 

 

Connecting with Caporali 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, Education Gallery  
Exhibition Opening: Friday, April 5 
On view: April 5 – June 2, 2013 
 

The Caporali Missal: A Masterpiece of  
Renaissance Illumination 
The Cleveland Museum of Art 
On view: February 17 – June 2, 2013 
Free General Admission 
http://www.clevelandart.org/visit/Exhibitions.aspx 

The Cleveland Museum of Art 
11150 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
http://www.clevelandart.org  
 

CMA Visitor Hours: 
Free General Admission 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday: 
     10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Wednesday and Friday: 
     10:00 AM – 9:00 PM 
Closed Monday 

 

mailto:rmichaels@clevelandart.org
http://www.clevelandart.org/connecting-with-caporali
http://www.clevelandart.org/visit/Exhibitions.aspx
http://www.clevelandart.org/
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Introduction to The Caporali Missal exhibition 

The Caporali Missal: A Masterpiece of Renaissance Illumination 

focuses on a spectacular, richly-decorated Italian Early Renaissance 

illuminated manuscript produced in 1469 by Bartolomeo and 

Giapeco Caporali. Missals are sacred, yet functional, books that 

serve as a script for the complex processions, prayers, songs, and 

hymns that accompany the Masses celebrated throughout the 

Catholic year. The Caporali Missal dictates public ritual; its purpose 

is fulfilled by audience participation.  

 

This exhibition will include sixteen other Early Renaissance Italian 

liturgical objects and artworks that were used in celebrations of the 

Mass throughout the year (Figures. 1-3). The gallery layout will 

create an intimate, contemplative space, reminiscent of a chapel 

interior, to further contextualize these sacred works. 

 

 
 
Figure 1:  The Caporali Missal (detail), 1469 
Bartolomeo and Giapeco Caporali (Italian) 
Ink, tempera, silver and burnished gold on 
vellum; 13 3/4 x 9 13/16 inches 
400 folios; 3 full-page illuminations; 31 initials 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, 2006.154 
 
 

 

 
 
Figure 2: Painted Crucifix 
Bartolomeo Caporali (c. 1420-1505) 
Perugia, Italy, c. 1460-70 
Tempera and gold on wood 
242.5 × 169 cm 
San Michele Arcangelo, Isola Maggiore del Trasimeno 

 
 
Figure 3: Chalice, Giacomo Guerrino 
Siena, Italy, c. 1375 
Copper and gilt base and silver cup with 
enamels 
24.4 × 15.6 cm 
Loyola University Museum of Art, The Martin 
D'Arcy Collection 
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What would you create in response to The Caporali Missal exhibition? 
 
Themes for Consideration (students are not limited to these) 
 
Please consider visiting The Caporali Missal exhibition (admission is free) to view objects in person.  
Potential topics for exploration include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

1) The Caporali Missal is a book that directs a cultural gathering, specifically celebrating the 
Mass, involving a leader and audience participation and response. The practice of large 
cultural gatherings is a topic that continues to be of interest to artists today. This can be 
seen in Cheryl Dunn’s work on music festivals and in exhibitions such as “Audience as 
Subject” (Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 2012) which examined “[the] spectator as 
performer, as experiencer, as completer of that which is being presented.” 
http://www.cheryldunn.net/#/photos/Compilations/Festivals_Are_Good/  
http://www.fusegallerynyc.com/2007/07dunn/dunn07.html 
http://www.ybca.org/audience-subject-part-2-xl   

 Are there objects in contemporary culture that serve a similar role?  

 How would you represent a contemporary cultural gathering en masse?  

 Do people today still make pilgrimages to demonstrate their devotion to 
something? 

 
2) The Caporali Missal and other missals in the exhibition involve a combination of music, text, 

and image. Modern and contemporary artists, such as Wassily Kandinsky (Russian, 1866-
1944) and Anselm Kiefer (German, born 1945), continue to explore ways to visually 
represent music and incorporate text into their work. Today, musicians frequently produce 
artwork in the form of album covers, intended to be experienced on an intimate scale while 
listening to the music and reading the lyrics. 

 What music, poetry, or literature inspires you?  

 How would you represent this interplay of music, text, and image in a composition? 
 

3) Images in the exhibition tell the story of Christ’s crucifixion and the life of Saint Francis.  

 How might you explore the concept of narrative imagery in our contemporary 
culture?  

 Are there secular narratives deeply embedded in present-day culture?  

 What story would you relay through your composition? 
 

4) Consider the following relevant vocabulary: 

 Altar, chalice, chapel, contemplative, cross, crucifixion, devotion, illumination, 
liturgical, liturgy, Mass, meditative, missal, parchment, participatory, piety, 
pilgrimage, procession, Renaissance, reverence, ritual, sacred, secular, vellum 

 

  

http://www.cheryldunn.net/#/photos/Compilations/Festivals_Are_Good/
http://www.fusegallerynyc.com/2007/07dunn/dunn07.html
http://www.ybca.org/audience-subject-part-2-xl


4 
 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Suggested artistic mediums – if you have a specific question, please ask 

 Illustration, Drawing, Calligraphy, Printmaking, Graphic Design 

 Book Arts or works using vellum or parchment 

 Painting 

 Photography 

 Sculpture (wall mountable) – mixed media (including enamel, glass, ceramics, fiber arts) 

 No video, sound, or digitally displayed work 
 
Related themes from the exhibition  
(Students are not limited to these and are encouraged to explore their own connections with the 
exhibition): 

 Liturgy, faith, ritual, narrative, devotion, pilgrimage 

 Interplay of music, text, and image 

 Audience and participation in religious or secular rituals 
 
Guidelines for artwork: 

 Maximum length for two-dimensional works: 2.5 feet on longest side 

 Maximum depth for wall-mounted works: 8 inches 

 Maximum weight for wall-mounted works: 20 pounds 
 
Installation requirements for artwork: 

 Two-dimensional work must come with display hardware 

 Two-dimensional work (other than paintings) must be framed 

 Wall-mountable sculpture works must be accompanied by any necessary display hardware 
 

This is a juried exhibition.  
To be considered, please complete and submit the following: 

1) Exhibition Entry Form (see web site), including a paragraph statement that describes how 
your work relates to objects or concepts from The Caporali Missal exhibition. This paragraph 
is intended for review by the jurors, but is not intended for display with the artwork.  

2) Up to three JPEG images of your proposed work of no more than 72 DPI each. 
 

 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Monday, March 4 by email 
Rebecca Michaels, Kress Interpretive Fellow  

rmichaels@clevelandart.org - 216-707-2473 
 

EXHIBITION ENTRY FORM, more detailed information, and images pertaining to  
Connecting with Caporali are available at the following web address: 
http://www.clevelandart.org/connecting-with-caporali 

 

We look forward to receiving your proposal! 

mailto:rmichaels@clevelandart.org
http://www.clevelandart.org/connecting-with-caporali

